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other not bid 2 der) ſuitable to nie. 
at ihis Time. Aud as I deſire 1 Yort 
before, to infor: m me of my Mito 
that the I orld might not be troubled _ 
with the in C fence you 1 1 85 5 
ben to Oni it) ſo now, if 3 . 


A 2 5 5 | | Ee | 


_ diſwer to thoſ ec 3 7555 
5 > ou, 1 ſend into the I er n 
5 ay concerning lufant Baptiſin: 2" Ap": 
Abr 1dpment of t/ at which Jou had mn 
your Hands, the Publication of 


10 Mr. k. "Gab. 


1 what 5 have IW rilien 70 to 


uc b, it lies upon you to prevent their 
being Hurt by. 113 gladly would I - 


bare Buried it, e 1 have ſeen U 


. Reaſon for I's doing, but this be- 
ing Refuge a, or. NegleSled | by you, | 
T ſend it into the "I orld, m1 
aud cee e, A it came 
15 my own Hand, being wholly uncon- 5 


cerned for any Weakyeſſes that may 

| ” affect my ſelf. IPs I am, as 
for ſuch as know me, they cannot 
expect great matters "from me; how. 
cher, e God is to be Seræſd, 
7 the femmering Tongue may be made 


to Speak plain. But whether this 
be my Caſe or not, you will be 
better able to Fudge, when you have 
- = 8w- through | the following Work, 
which 1 bave Formed into Princi- 
_ plex, and Obſervations, aud. Proſe- ; 
- enied each as 1 . ny _ 


Lam, Sir, Your 


with all es, 
Da C Crof e. 75 


10 


or I E \ lot Diſmtes ae have fd 


and deplorable Conſequences that have at- ; 


4 tended them, muſt needs be Shocking to every confi 


date Chriſtian. So fatal are the Methods that 


the Chriftian Worlf, and the wretched _ 


Men uſually take to propogate their Opinions, that 
a Man wou'd be almoſt tempted to think, they 1 
reſolv'd to Agrandize themſelves, the it were 40. 


1 the Ruin of Cie Ne. - 


| That 90 irit of Love an Charity with” ahh 
a abs of Th Nature ought to be Managed, ſeems _ 
| to be loſt among thoſe things which we are yet ta 


\ Learn. May God over-look our Weakneſs, and 
| give us another and a better Temper of Mind, that 
we may bs able to rule our Pifiims and Ippetites, © 
and perſue our Enquiries as becomes Men of Reaſon | 


and Religion; for the Wrath of Man wor k-th not 5 


the Righteouſneſs of God. Religion is only to be 


ſerv'd by ſuch Ways as its wiſe Author bas directed. 


And what ever Zeal Men may pretend for its Ser- 
vice, where theſe Rales are deviated om, ſuch 
- Perſons are mou d by low and contemptible Deſigns; 


: av d inſtead of becoming Advocates, are the on. Y — * 


Enemies of Iruth and Liberty, 


| Lit . 


iv. To the Reader; 


Loet me therefore deſire thee, Chriſtian Reader, 
to tale thit Conncel, which, with al my Soul, I de- 


| fire to folls . V1Z. T fe t a watch o . hy Paffions | 55 
and Appetites, that they may at no time ſu-priſe 


| thee anto any wicharitable Thoughts of thoſ2 that 


5 differ from thee. A diſp fitim of Mind mure dan: 5 
75 1s to Truth, then all the united Pwers of Bll. 


2:8 Chari ity preſoru'd, Men w. ald he free to Speak, 


Free to H. "a; ad N aud Re a would [weetly | 
Lead wy, wy 4s Trath, which, by an inte mnherate 
Rs al. s ſit at un ever labing DiPance from Flich'? ++ 
BY vg . I ſhould always ſaſpet that Man, as a 

5 % dejj ſpring M eteh, that ſhould oppoſe Arguments. 

. by fuch vile Arts as theſe, were it not that the mi- 

ler able De gener acy of the. Age, has rend: 4 this 

Vi ice ſr faſßbionable, that we find it even among ft 

ame, of 7 m. upon other Accounts, we have rea- _ 
5 fon to hope halter: For go alm. ſt whore you will, 

ts the Trick of the Pri- 1, fir” to Hing into or, 

tompt his Opnoſer, and then to attack "has: 4t gu- 

| 1 . wonder that Deilm thus prevails a - | 

1 mong 1 ur, for fac! . as they fre the Men, be kale to : = 


=bg- : their Religion, 5 | 


But, 75 threw kt 7, 1 7 worthy eo Gd 780 ” 


Inu your Hearts + "yield not your ſelves a Prey to 


n, and dofigning Men, who, by. theſe Arts, 


TINO ſulgod you ta bordoge, ot, bowie 91 ievious 


be bot 1. 


BR Wald. you 2 giv? Truth a EY Ls PT | 
you Dave Chriſhanity, in its Native Simplicity, 7 
taught. amongſt you t 1 Then, by all. ſuitable 
eaus, endeavuur t9 baniſh this Evil from the 


Wold. Fa 78 55 bave no more of y, ur Efteem _ 


Than they 4% ve, and let your juſt Reſent- 


mer . be 255 _ 41 all convenert Oppertunities, 
les you ve &@ pattaker of their Sin, ˖ie aro not, 
| wider 


RT .- 


To the Reader ES,” | 


under the pretence of Modeſty, and t at Diffrents 5 
we owe to the particular Cur cumftances of ſome 
Men, tamely to fit fill, while they are undermining 
5 8 the v very Found. 1t101 of Chriſtian Liber ty, and. lay- 
ing a Snare to mak? ut everlaſting * 1. to their 1 
Avurico and Ambition. „% is | 


1 1. not -at theſe Thin 197 as the Wealmeſe of | 


= one Party alone, for I have often ſeen them carricd 
on, by thoſe »h are Z Alone enough to Condemm 
ES. them: Neither do I intend ary thing Ber cby agarr ft 
the worthy Mr. Gale, to e's m this is dire Qed, © 
whom Tan prrſwaded f is a Man of undoubted l- ” 
tkegrity, but I mention it as an Evil under which 
- Chriſtianity groans, and by which, thro? moſt of the 
Ae the Church, the Chriſtians Have been made 
the wihappy Ist uments of each others Deſt, non.” 
And fo ſenſible am I of the force F ſuch Int, iegues 
ay have been mentioned, that were not I per;waided 
of the concu ring Sd of Ps ovidence, T1 ſhould, Fo 1 
the maſt part, diſpare of Succeſs in this Attempt, 
olthongh I ware ſure what I bad to offer was the : 
Truth, for a Beg tted Papiſt, or a Begatted Pro- 
= teff, _ are much at one, Hing been, by the like 
= _ MAetbids , ſecured to their Teachers, and: Artfully _ 
= 15 kept 7 In ſuch a ſtate of Ignorance, as t 57 auilly males 
= them theirs, and this 3s the Uubappineſs of far the 
= greateſt Part, for the Rational arid C lofe thinking = 
If - Kart ar? but Ver, in e iſon of the 75 eaker. 1 


. good 3 be wet e 5 . 0 Fm my. 


Freed m, it is with a ſincere Defign to be Se vice- 


A able, that 1 may fet before thee, with a 7 100. Advan- _ 
tage, ſuch Things as I take for [ruths of Hiſt 1 
am willing thou ſhouldſt try them, nt ty the Opin- 


wons of other Men, but by the V ict , Rul-s of 


AYE and Oy. And ſo 1. frail I be from 


being : 


vii T's: the Read: 


being Ofended, if thou ſhould happen at laf 15 ; 


Diſſent from me, that I aſſine thee, if thou art 


indeed a Chriſtian, can as ſoon ceaſe to Love my ” 


e fal as to ee thee. = Es. 


' Nevertheleſs, Tam concern 4 to recommend theſe : 


| Things to thy Confideration, they being, in my poor 


 Apprehbeyſions, what highly concerns the Intereſt of 
Religion, not only as they afford us Fuft and Rati- 
onal Views of the Divine Irſtitutions, but as they 
greatly tend to the Informaticu of the Natural Sed 5 
„f Abraham, by diſplaying the Confiſtancy and 
Agreement of the Divine Proceedings, towards them 
and us, who hitherto ſeem Ignorant of the Nature 
of their own Covenant, being contimed in that 
e Darkneſs, by the common Miſtakes of our Chriftian 
Writers, who ſeem not to have had juſt Ideas of the 
Abrahamick Covenant, as, with ſubmiſſion, 1 = 


15 ſvade m7 ſelf, wil be ſeen hereafter. 


x Upon theſe ee it 7s, . that under ten | Thouſand =_ 
 Difertes I bave taken "this Taſe pon me; and KF 
may God give it ſuch a Reception in the World, BM 


nu Jock: ms as it . OS 
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CONCERNING. 


1 of ant Ba tim, 


Principles, and. Obſereations, upon 


 Dothrine © 


TS HAT a Maat 
EI was, by the Satif tion 
of Jeſus Chriſt, deliver'd 


. Infant Bapriſm. | 


== | ſings of another Covenant, ſuited to the 
1 Circumſtances of their F allen . 


which 1 an perſwadec of + the ” 


from the Guilt of Adam's 1 
Iranſgreſſion, and Pri- 
vileds'd with the Bleſ- 


Proof. Rom. 5. 18. Therefore c 2s b; by 1 = 
BY | 


Ofence of one Judgment came upon all 


57 Af Men to condemnation : Even ſo by the: 


| Righteouſneſs of ons the free 6 Cami. > 


a or” al Men uno JO oj 74 
B Der of 


L243 


Note, There is no difference made in 
this aggregate, the fume the Miſchief fell 


1, 


25 on, the ſame are declarbd the Subjects Y | 


thi: Favour, See alſo 1. Tim. 2 2, 4, 37 6 


Heb. 2. 9. The Conditions, Rom. 8. 13 FEY: 


Hebr. 3. 14. and 4. 1, 1. 


= Se: 1 hat there was no Time Tice the 
Revelation of the Goſpel, in which there 
Was not a Rite ſet apart, as a Sign and 3 


Token of this Covenant. 


Proof. e find the Uſe of Sacrifice as 
; early a5 the firſt Accounts of the Goſp | » 
' Diſpenſotion, and commanded down to Fi- bs 


tue Ages; therefore of "Divine Original, 


ET That when Gol gave unto Abra- Oo 
bam a more particular Diſpenſation of 
kheſc things, he then appointed a perſonal 
Sign of this Covenart, or a Sign to be 


: born by, or ſubmitted to, by the Subjects 


of this, Grant. Gen. 1 17. 


a That the Covenant mate with 5 
5 e was, in the moſt material Part 
of it, the fame he made with Alam, Noaß, & 
„ Lot, or any of the Faithful. - | 
P roof. Tl. e moſt material part 0 £ he 5 
0 ovenant was, That he would be their 
God: Tbe ſame Promiſe that he made to 
Gentile Believers. Therefore we con- 
elude, ſays the Apoſtle, that a Man is juſti- 5 
fed by Faith, without the deeds of the 
Law. Is he, ſays He, the God of the 3 
Jews, and not of the Gentiles alſo? 5 


Note, 


Seren 8 9 * PD. * N 1 


| Note, The Dot. 7 1755 this Promife 46 
the common Priviledge of both; by which. 
be woll repreſent them in 7 State — 
 Fawvnur with God. Rom. 3. 28, 29. And 
lebt 11: ſpeaking of the Pairiarchs, Abel, 
' Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, . 
| Heirs with bin of the fame Promiſe, he _ 
Jays, God was not aſhamed to be called : 
their God; having prepared for them 4 
City, not a "Temporal one, but the City they = 
% in VIeWw, VIZ. An Heavenly. And its 
worth Obſerving, That the three fi firſt Ages 5 
deſcending from Abraham, can have no 
Promiſe immediately for them ſelves ; in the 3 
Covenant of Circumciſion, i * there was in... . 
that Covenant no Pr omiſe to that Seed, e 
but the Promiſe of the Land of Canaan; „ 
* for the three firſt Ages, and great part of 5 
the fourth, were ſpent in a miſerable Ben- 
Age, which they were taught to expe 
Hy Divine Prediction, antecedent to Iſrael” "HE 
: Lein poſſeſt of Canaan, See Gen. 15. 
That ſome particular Promiſes. are 
, not of the Eſſence of the Goſpel . 
| nant, they may, and they may not be 
1 given, and yet the Party to whom they 
8 are denied, be Intereſted in the Covenant : 
of the Goſpel at the fame time. Prov 'd L 
4 20 what fellows, 24 
6. That Perſons may bs in 8 fine 8 
Ge who have not an Intereſt in 
every Promiſe, made 1 to ſome Ferſons * 
that Covenant, 3 1 5 Proof, 
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te) 


Prof. Abrabam bad Promifer in the 


Crvenant of Circumciſion, that no Man 


e e beſides, That be ſhould have a Son 
of Sarah, and be a Father of many Nati- 


ons, The Stranger had an Intereſt in the 


general Grants of the Abrahamick Cove- 

nant; but nut in the Promiſe of peculiarity 

T9 the Horſe of Hrael. But. 29. from the 
10, to the 15. Neither with you vey: do 


1 make this Covenant, ec. 


7. That the word Covenant is Jiffes Ro 
rently uſed in the Sacred Scripture, 

ſometimes for the Law of God, You ſball 
keep my Covenant; ſometimes. for the 

| Promiſe of God, He Remember d for them 

his Covenant ;, 5 ſometimes for a particular 
Promiſe, made to particular Perſons, But 
my Covenant will I Eſtabliſh with Iſaac ; = 
And ſometimes for the general Grants 


8 ven to them and others, as Deitt. 29. 


8. That the Sign impos'd 1 in Abrabants 
Time, was not only confin'd to that Fa- 
mily, but was the allowed priviledge of all 
who ſhould receive that Diſpenſation, and 
be perſwaded of its Divine Original, is 
abundantly evident from the known Ad- 


_ maiſon of Proſelites. | 


9. That God's probibiting this Sign 
of his Mercy, and Goodneſs ſo ſome 
Perſons, both Adult and Infants, makes 


no wore againſt Infant Baptiſm, "then it 
= fors gant Adalr, Needs 10 1414.1 


on TI, ow or þ 8 7 8 be mY ye ESR . TAY , 3 c 2 
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"26+ That his Lferibing + the Parties 


Who ſhould bear the Sign of his Cove- 


nannt, contain'd in it a Prohibition againſt 
al others, Needs no Proof. 


11. That his e ee the Uſe 


Fah! we NN no account, cannot 99 
good Argument to prove, That i It was ae 


Ordained to Golpet. purpoſes. Pr 0 by : 
the 138 


12. That Signs are appointed of God, :; 


not only as an encouragement and help 
to the Believer, but as a means of In- 
ſtruction to ſuch as were more imme- 5 
diately under his Care. Prod: 12, 99 
and 13. . And thou ſhalt ſew thy Son A 
in that Day, ſaying, this is done becauſe ET 
1 of 255 which the Lord did 8 

= . That God's granting to Abraham, 

| a" his! Seed, the Bleſſings, of Which 
Circumciſion was the Sign, upon ſuch _ 
Conditions as are declard in his Word, 
did as much oblige Abraham to Teach e 
his Children thoſe Conditions, as the _ 
Words of Chriſt, in the Commiſſion, did 
the Apoſtles to Teach che Gentiles. Needs 
KI. Proof. e 1 
14. that Bleſings m may be promie'd to 
1 6 Perſons ancap ble of knowing any 
3} thing of them for a Time. Proud by 


the Grants gruen to Abraham's ee, 
"FRar 70 practice a Rite as a a Sign and 
e Token 


Needs no Proof. 


from the Conditions of that Covenant, 
* 15 Abraham, and his Seed, were ſuch, as 


being Born of their Seed, for Eſaias ſaid, 
Except the Lord had left them a Seed, 
de bd been as Sodom, and been made 


"C43 


| oken of ſuch things, is not Irrational, 5 
but is a juft acknowledgment of ww 
dependance on the promiſe of God, and 
our obligation to Iuſtructe our Children, 
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16 That Circumciſion \ was a [Sign 8 
the Goſpel Covenant, or that Rule of 
Mercy fat God would obſerve towards 

his Creatures, will abundantly appear 


and the Nature of the. Divine Govern- 
ment. 5 
Proof. The C onditions hich God: gave 


yer the want of Faith and. Obedience, 
would habe deprivid them of thy 2 Lan 4 - ] 5 
of Canaan, or the Priviledge of Chriſt's 
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like unto Gomorrah. Rom. 9. 29. Theſe Wi 
, Bleſings were not promiſed ro Abraham 5 2 
and his Seed, but upon the Conditions of 9 
Faith and Obedience. T0 immagine bat i 
God would not grant them to Abraham 
upon any other Conditions, and yet that 
be would Grant them to bis Seed, al. 
though they ſhould happen 10 Degenerate, 1 5 
and become Vile, is altogether unworthy 1 
5 of that Juſtice by - which he Governs, But 1 
what need I urge Arguments of this = 
Nature. dee Deut. 6. where theſe ibings £ 
| | are 
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17 largely prov? l. Alſo the. '$, 19, "©. 


| And it ſhall be, if thou do at all! forget 
the Lord thy God, Cc. 1 Teſtitie aoninſt a 
you this Day, that ye (hall ſurely Periſh, HRW 
as the Nations which the Lord deſtroy'd, 15 
before your Face, ſo ſhall ye Perith, G c. 
It would be endleſs to enumerate Inftan- 
ces of this Nature, from whence it 11 
evident, God did not give the Inheri- 
trance to Abraham, or bis Seed, Thr? the 
La, but thro the R ighteonſueſs of Faith. 
N. either was it told to him, or bis Seed, 
That he ſhould be the Heir of the Wor 14 I 
through the Law, but upon the ſame Con- e 
dlitions, whence it appears, That Circum- 
cifon was a Sign of the Goſpel Covenant, 
or of that Rule of Mercy that God would. 1h, 
Y obſerve with bis Creatures. Rom. 4+ 13. e 


Gal. 3. 18. 


17. That it is the Conditions thats gives ” 


BY the. Denomination to a Covenant, and not e 
1 the Things promiſed. „ 
. . Proof. This is. e that 355 Blef- 
117 ſing ngs of Heaven, could not be deemed to _ 
-} i us SGofbel Promiſes, were they only wade 
} uponthe ſevere Terms of perfect and perſo- 

nal Obedience, but they are to us Goſpel 

* Promiſes, becauſe made upon ſuch Mercifiel 


1 Conditions, as are declar'd in the Goſpel. 


keit : 


x\ * 


. That he that has an Intereſt in the 
1 Promiſes of this Life, has the like in the 
4 Promiles of the nern and can never For- 


keit his jnteteſt 1 in BE, one, or + ihe other, — 
without the loſs of both. Needs no farther — 
i ou, i 
. That Infibt were as Jeehar * 8 
e Sub ects of the Sign of this Covenant. 1 
Needs no Pf. --* 
. That the change of He Sign, -- 
3 1 inferr a change of the e 
Needs no Proof. p 
21. That Baptiſm is a ian of God” = 
Merciful Rule of dealing with a loſt 
"Proof; This is manifeſt, PTY ths Beg SE ' | 
nefits. of Chriſt may be conſider d, ab- 
 flraltly from his Sufferings, Death, and 1 
| Reſenretiion, of which it is a Sign.“ „„ 8 
22. That there are no Probibicions: in 
the Goſpel, by which Infants are ex. 
Fluded the Priviledge of this Sign, will 
nie a Truth "ill ſome. Body can leu 
N there are. - | 
oa! That no Alterations ought to he 3 
made, but what appear to be made by — 1 
the Inſtitutor. Needs no Proof. IT 
44. That there does not appear any 1 
alteration, with reſpect to the Subject of _ 
the Sign of God's Covenant; faving, — 


that Females are now admitted that TT 
Priviledge. 5 . 
25. That the Words of Chriſt in ah — 
Comimiſf on, Matt 28. Don't 1 in the teat = 


Proof; 


| i of fo an Alteration; 


2 
9: 
$ 


= - Conditions as had been a fore ſettled. . 

1 26. That Faith being ſettle d 4s 4 Pres. 8 

19 requifite of Baptiſm ia the SacredS crip- 

tures, was not to Demonſtrate, that the —_ 
= Ifantofa Believer, who was uncapable 8 
of Faith, is debarr'd that Prisiledge; But 

that the unbeliever, or he that kefus „5 

1 Aſſent to the Golpel, ny ould not receive ity 

Aaall Perſons in a, a State, being Un Tas” 

| 25 Moral lncayaſie . Rom. 11. 0. 


C65: 


i Braok: Nee this is a- Truth, "will aþ- 


| fear f from toe following Tl onſiderations. 


Firſt, That Duties may be required of”: 


ſoe, that are not required of ſome others, 
in the uſe of 4 Poſitive Right, Witneſs 7 
the Circ umſio ou end Paſſover, which he 
that was capable. of knowing the Ratio- 
nal Ends . hei. Tnſticution, Was t 0b. | 


ſere OS 


Second, I Olfrrvc, that, ha onimiſfion. 


was not the Original Commiſſion for Preachs. 
ang and Bahtixing; but that the Apoſtles ZE, 
were in ( ommiſfion to Preach and Bapiize 1 5 
among the loft /t Sheep oft the Houſe of Iſrael, 
before ( 'briſt”. s Death; and therefore the e 
:  Foremention' l Conmiſſion,can, on, iy be ndęn- 
Hood, with. reſpect 10 that inlargement e ; 
there Specified, VIZ. That they Hhould Preach _© 
the: Goſpel 70 the Gentiles, and admit them 
to the Priviledges of the Church, which, 


1 45 get, confifted ouly of Jews, upon | 


fuch 


©” 55 27 Thiat 5 


6 25 5 


27. That from the Nature of the Di- 


Vine Grant, It IS manifeſt, That Faith 


was Indifpenſbly neceflary in Abraham, 
_ antecedent to his, or his Seeds having ; 


an Intereſt in the Promiſe of God, 


=, ANY Rite that was a Token or Sign of Th. 
223. That ſuch a Teaching may be 


com nde, antecedent to the Parents 


admiſſion to the Sign of God's Covenant, 
without Bar, or Prejudice to ſuch a; | 
Perſons Seed who has been Taught, be- 
; ing admitted to the lame Sign. Needs no 7. 


| Needs: no further Proof. 


Zo. That there is nothing {aid in the of 
15 Sacred Scriptures, or by any of the Pri- 
mitive Fathers, concerning the Pre. requi- 
ſites of Baptiſm, but what a Man that 


: I That Tome. Pertobs way nofighs 'Þ 
: of a Poſſitive Right, that are Strangers 
to the Rational Ends of its e 2 


Believes the Doctrine of Infant Baptiſm, — 
may think, and teach, as neceſſary whe 1 


bellev'd and obſerv'd, appears from the 1 
. toregoing Obſervations. | VV 2 
31. That fuch Expreflic ons as will ak : 
5 the Being of a 4 05 cannot, with RE 
 thadow cf Reafon, h 


= oh t againſt f 
FN eeds no Proof. Y 


32. That AY does not appear to 
by in ſuch a State during our Saviours 


time, as gives the leaſt colour for us to 
3 "HEAR, © 


B 
5 
4 


new 


4 


chin, that Infants were not Depfa, but | 


the contrary, 
Proof. This will. appear, if we one 


that the Apoſtle es were Strangers to Chriſis 
Cood- -will to the Gentiles, notwithſtand- 

ing what was containd in the C ommiſſion. ==» 
From whence it is plain, they muſt, while 

ſo, look upon the Covenant of the Goſpel, 
4 Covenant of Peculiariey with Iracl ; 
and it is hard to conceive how they ſoould oe 
do fo, if they did not lock upon the _ 
. former, 4 Goſpel Covenant, and this (> 
Diſpenſation of the ſame ; 8 
to be imagin d, they could do thus if Baptiſm 
fad been appointed under ſuch Reſtricti- 
ono, as had plainly | 
- WW brahamick Covenant was made. void, TS 
I which muſt neceſſ; Trily haue convinced = 
_ = es that the new Covenant, „%% 
only of hpointe to different Prypaſes, but „„ 
10 different. Perſons, end have render d ED. 
— / caſie and intelligable our. Lord” II ds, 7 

tat the Apoſtles, would not have od 15 

in need of a Miracle, to inſtruct them in _ 
i that. plain C ommand, to 7 each and B. 1 5 

1 is 5e nene the Gentiles, 5 „ 
* That the Scriptures are not 3 „ 
I . in this matter, but affords 8 
\ _ good reaſon to believe the Baptiſm of In- 
flrants an Apoſtolical Practice. 9 


ſhewn, that the A- 2 


Proof. The Doctrine of Federal Ho . 


— i ws, or " the right of the Believers O 


85 2 5 | 5 Fri 


C1 3 


ſpring to the « Priviledss of the C Fares of 


God, is expreſsly declar'd by the Apoſtle, 
Row. 11. 16. If the firſt Fruit be 5 


the Lump is alſo Holy, and if the Root be 
Hoy, [e are the Branches, which Holineſs, 


* apparently there urg'd, as the Foin da: 


tron of their Right and P- iviledge to the 


Church of God. From which the Jews | 


bad wickedly alienatęd themſeives through 
wnbelict, the fir 72 Fruit failing in that 


Rule of” Righteouſneſs, that God had 


made the Conditions of theſe Enjoyments, _ 


 Forfeit their e But the Believp- 

: ing Parent is expreſs| ly aid to retain it. 

Elfe were your Children unclean, but 
now are they Holy, Says. the Apoſtle, "1 
Corin. Chap 7. But as this Text has 


been greatly controuerted, Uuis neceſſary _ 


. that I offer my Reaſons, for introducing 6 


It to this 2 Aud | ob ſerve, that 


the Apoftle , in this Chapter, takes ® 
Yeftions : 
— to him by the Church, which conſiſted 
Harth of Jews, and partly of Gentiles. 
Now it is well known, chat God did not 
allow of mixt Marri ages among the Jews, 5 
nay, that whey were oblig'd to pur 22. | 


: "pon 55 the . of certain 1 


both the Wives and Children of 


were begotten 16 them of the Dir 2b. rers 
af 42 Strange Go. Phaſe things EA 
wilh an et He, not only ion the Inte- 
oft * heir 25. vren, _ be 1 5 


= 


and was a Prophanaiion of that Rule, 

which God, for ends infinitely wiſe, had aji- 8 

5 pointed for the Settlement of bis Church, 
the Males of ſuch being admitted to the 


try). 


6 of God 2 e but upon he moſt. TImpor- 
tant Prophecies concerning the Meſlialh, 


5 


Sign of God's Covenant, toad in Privi- 


lege as the Natural Seed of Abraham. 
Therefore he complains in theſe Words, - 

Mal. 2. 11. Fulab hath prophan'd the = 
Holineſs of the Lord which he Lov'd, _ 

and hath Married the Diughter of bo 

ſtrange God. Now the Apoſtle lets them 

know, that under the new Diſpenſution, 

the believer might lawfully Cohan with > 
the unbelever, and warns them againſt 42 

departure ;, For. „ ſays he, the unbelieving 
Huſband is Sandified by the Wife. No 

f Probibitions being ag ainſl ſuch a Marriage, 

1 they. are Sanctiſied each to the other; a 

 elfe, ſays he, were your Children unclean _ 

Cor ſuch as muſt be put away, as well as 

your unbelieving Yoak- -Fellows ) hut now 

* |. are they Holy. Deriving from one. Pa- 

1 rent a Priviledge to the Church of ' Go: "EE 
1 for upon n9 other account can it be. img S 

Lind, that it would be neceſſary, or ſo 
much as law} ul, to put away ſuch (. bildren. 
Again, as this Seruple was rais'd by the 


5 1 Chriſt; ians, and no Notice was 


3 taken Concerning the. Law) ulneſs, or Un- 


une, of ee fi Chillen 
en 


143 


among them, which they were ftrift] ly, 
under the former Diſpenſation, commanded 


= Tp: put away as 4 Prophanation of the TY 


= Houſe of God. It is reaſonable to ima- 
Eine, that this part of the Scruple wan re- 


 mov'd by the known Practice 6f the Church, 


in admitting Infants to Baptiſm ; for : 
otherwiſe it is Inconceivable, bow one 
part of the Objeckion ſhould come with _ 
ont the other So that 10 me it is plain, 
the Scriptures are not altogether Silent 


In this Affair. But once more, the Bap- 7 
tiſm of whole Houſholds being fo often 


velated, among fe ih Pe, ſons whoſe How 
holds were wont io be Cireumciſed, - 
8 another £004 Argument, that 14 was then” Þ 
in being; nor is it regſonable to imagine, | 
. that the Judaiſing Chriſtians would not 
have ex preſt a great concern for the loſs — 
-- of %% valuable a Priviledge, had it been 
taten away. Theſe Dodtrines, theſe i 
: Relations, this. Silence, and I add, 208 
Niatiire and End of the Inſtitution, gives rr 
u juſt Reaſon to believe, that the Praftice 
of Infant Baptiſm was Apoſtolical. How 
can wwe. imagine, theſe bingo ſhorl, i be 
dleliver'd in fi 4b 4 manner, to Perſons, 
whoſe former uſes and cuſtoms muſt neceſ- 
ſarily bave led them to unde! ſtand it bur, 
and yet never offer one Argument to pre- 


dent 4 miſtake ſo like to befall the Church, 


if an 1 alteration pad bern made « 2 This FT Fl _ 


not 


WY 


BY all The e Writings? T wil. N 
add one Oer vation or two more, and ho 


conclude. 


8 That at the Council held * 5 


1 e, Anno. Dom. 253, which was 


about 150 Years after the Apoſtles, 
Sixty Six Biſhops 1 then preſent, ſome of 
which, doubtleſs, were Old Men, were 


151 unanimouſly of one Mind in the Cale . 
of Infant Baptiſm. MY 

* Second, That St. 40155 figs ts never > 

= beard or Read among Catholicks, or He- 


5 reticks, that Baptiſm was not given to 


13 Infants, for Original Sin, that is. before © 
+ rhis time, at which he expreſſes himſelf — 
Eo. furprized at the Novelty of the Notion. 


Thirdly, That Palagius, in an Expoli- NC 


5 tion upon theſe words; Elſe were gοỹfLjꝓ i 


Chuhildren uncle an, &c. ſays, there were at 
1 that time (that! is the time of the Apoſtles 
Writing that) Infants, concerning whon, 


the Chriſtian deſire of one of the "Parent "_— 
bad prevail'd, that 55 fould be made . 
14 Chriſtians, (or Baptiz'd. - 


© _ Fourth. The Learned Mr. Gale, fays, . 
9 | That the Author:of the än 
tienteſt Nizzachon, attempt- Cato en 


ing to ſhew the uſeleſſneſs e 
3 our Sacred Inſtitution, 6 5 
| theſe words, viz. From what Sin, or un- 

 leameſe, i 


” th Jews, &c. 


„„ 
e Thos this Baptiſ n purif 2 2 2 Ihe: 
Sin, or uncleanneſs is there in Infant 

Children, that ye Bapiize them ? So in- 

tent is this Gentleman upon proving, 
that the Fews knew nothing of a Iniſhi- 
tary Baptiſm among them, that he brings M 


them in deriding our Holy Inftitution ; 


for the Baptiſm of Infants being there 5 
appointed. But, ſays he, Perhaps, ſome 
may think theſe. Citations from the Anti- 
ent Nizzachon, dont prove the Author 
of it knew of no ſuch Baptiſm among 
Therefore I will add, ſays 
be, He expreſly fixes the Riſe of this 


Pradice i mn Coriſt, and in St. John. 


What others may think, I know no | 
more than 1 do what Mr. Gale wass 
thinking, when he was uſing thefe things 
Profeſſedly againſt Infant Baptiſm, unleſs 
it be this, viz. That the Primitive Fathers 
Tune no more of the Doctrine of Original 
Sin than this Jew, However, thus much 
I may reaſonably think, vis. That the 
Jews who were Enemies to Chriſtianity, 
and Strangers to the Doctrine of Ori- 
ginal Sin, might very conſiſtantly, with 


tuch Principles (while looking upon 
| Baptiſm as a Ceremony to cleanfe from 
actual Pollution,) aſk what Pollution the 

Infant had contracted, that he ſhould be w 
Baptized. 80 9 
But for a Chriſtian Divine that N 9 
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"me Doctrine of Original Sin, and ths 0 
Redemption of Humane Nature by the Sa- 
tisfaſhion of Jeſus Chriſt, to aſk, why the 
| Infants of ſach as have received the 1 
Chriſtian Diſpenſation, ſhould receive 
that as a Sign and Token of their Sal- 
vation, to me is very ſtrange, unieſs this 
8 worthy Gentleman's great Opinion of the 
Fathers, would not permit him to think 
that it was poſſible for them to conclude, 
that Baptiſm was abſolutely neceſſary „ 
the Cleanfing of them from Original Sinn, 
and ſo ſuch Paſſages as ſeem plainly to 1 
E lay io much, muſt be either Foiſted into 
their Writings, or miſ-underſtood by us, 
And hereupon 18 led to conclude, that 
' Baptiſm was never us'd towards Infants 
| amongſt them, with this view, and being 
found in no other, he concludes, i 
was not Practiſed upon Infants by "7 
flirſt Chriſtians at all. The Fathers, tho* 


great and good Men, had their Miſtakes : 5 z 
but Idare be anſwerable for it, that Mr. 5 


2 Tall has in his Imcomparable Hiſtory '" 
Infant Baptiſm, plainly Demonſtrated; 

3 that it was fo in Fact, whenſoever Mr. . 
1 S | Gale ſhall think fit once more to lay it N 


is not 6 . 

And plain it is, that "RN Gentlemen, : 
who were early Contemplating on theſs 
things, and refleting upon the Divine _ 


9 Goodneſs, were led to e a middle ee 


78 Stats, : 
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State, concluding that the Sog of 
God would not permit him to Puniſh | 
fluch as miſt of Baptiſm by an Involun- 8 
tary Accident, though they believed, a: 
at the fame time, that he would abide | 
by that Decree, vis. That they ſhould not 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. And 
can we imagine, that Men whoſe Zeit! 
for God was unqueſtionable, would ſo 
/ amefully deſert his Cauſe, and leave 
his Name to be expos'd, for the ſupport 
of a Doctrine which they knew to be an 
Errour, and which they ſee reflected 0 
„„ upon the Divine Goodneſs, as led 
them to a Neceſſity of ſolving the Diffi- 
culty, by a meer Divice of their wn? 
Certainly none but the moſt abandond 
Wretches could be Guilty of ſuch Wick- _ 5 
„ ednels; kor, however Good Men may RB 
imploy their Thoughts, to remove difi- 
culties from Doarines they believed to be 
True, yet none but ſuch a one as I have 
mentioned, can aſſert that of God which 
he believes to be Falſe, and at the ſame 
üme ſee ſuch Conſequences as theſe at: 
tending off it. I ſhall add no more at this 
time concerning theſe things, only I have 
one word or two to the Natural Secd of 
| Abravam, | : 


Men 


9 
% Es ewe 


(19) 


"Mo en _— Brethren, 


PHE God of your F ithers has not left 
_ himſelf without a Witneſs, of that 


execediog Care and Goodneſs he exer- 
cis'd towards you; thougb, by bis Om 
niſcience, he fore. knew whit Evil Re- 
turns you would make for his Kindneſs, 
and gave you an early Reſemblance and 5 
Prediction of what would befall you, by 
the Birth of Jacob and Eſau, of whom © ©... 
it was Prophecy'd, that the Elder ſhould _ 
ſerve the Younger. You were Originally 
poſſeſt of the Bleſlings we enjoy, and 
were Elected, or Choſen to them, accord. 
ing to the Account given by God, both _ 
in the former, and latter Diſpenfations oy 
of his Goodneſs, And ſo ex actly do the _ 
Old and New Teſtament agree in this, 
that it is worth your while to conſider 
it. Moſes /« ays, Deut. 4. 37.7 Becauſe tbe 
Lord loved your F. athers „therefore E 
Choſe their Seel after „ Aud the 
Ahpoſtle ſivs, that Youching the Election, 
Wu are beloved for the Fathers Sakes, 25 
Kom. 11.28. Bot the n You are to re- 
member, that theſe Priviled; ges were 
granted apon ſuch Condition, AS 1 we have 
had under Conlideration, anc bee 
Were Mercies which might be loſt. He 
that anſwer'd not the Rule of the Pro- 
= wile, Was py the Conſtitution of the Di- 


> vo 


2 „ dis 


— — 
— - 


vine Will, excluded the. Bleſlings of it, 


and this Io i is lively repreſented by the 


Nature of taat Promiſe which God made 
to your Father Abraham. The Birth o* 5 
Lſaac only anſwering to that promiſe, it 
is laid; The Chilaren of the Fleſh „ 
0 the Children of God, but the Chil- 
den of the Promiſe are counted for the 
Seed, Rom. g. 8. The Apoſtle labouring - 
hereby to convince us, that ſuch only 
as anſwerd the Rule of the Promiſe, 
were eſteemed by God the Children of 
nis Covenant. 18 1 beſeech you, for 
HOod's ſake, and your own, into theſe things, 
and J am verily perſwaded, that the A- 
greement and Harmony between the firſt 
and laft Diſpenſation of the Divine Will, 
will appear to be ſuch, as beſpeaks the 
fame Wiſe, Juſt, and good Being for its 
Author; and reflect but a little upon the 
State of the World, when thele Doctrines 
Were Propagated by the Chriſtians, and 
it may help to confirm you in this Or pl- 
nion. As for your Fore-Fathers they -- 
Pere © AMiferably Degencrated, and even 
Strangers to the Nature of their own _ 
Covenant. And as for the Gentiles, | 
5 they were wholly in a State of Ignorance — 
and Senſuality. The firſt had neither 
Will nor Power to ſuch a Work, the 
laſt were perfect Strangers to theſe 55 
things. | | 


From | 


te 21 5 5 
From whom then could it come, but 
from that God, whom ye ſay is your t 
God? Sirs, my Hearts deſire and Prayer 
to God for you, is, that you might be 
Saved, and therefore with all en | 


1 85 freſh under Examination. 


= would entreat you, to take theſe things 7 8 


Labour to get a good Underſtanding 8 


in the Nature of your own Covenant, 


and compare it with the Conſtitution = 
the Divine Will in the Goſpel. And 
then I am perſwaded, that you will ſee 


| 1 ; the image of God, Stampt upon t the pre- 
ſent Diſpenſation. | And may the God 


and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, = 


; = open your Eyes, that you may behold 


0 ͤ 
* S = ! . 
© IF IO 2 
;ͤö5. CN 
2 * Wb 


=: unto him whom you have Pierced, and 
= # Mourn, and be in Bitterneſs, as one that 


know this aſſuredly, that Mercy ſtill 


bone. - 
lt the Confideration of thats hikes = 
= ſhould put you upon a freſh Examination, 
concerning the Chriſtian Diſpenlation, 1 85 
= * Advice to you is, 955 
1 145 That you enquire into the _ = 

_ nal 


the wondrous things of his Law. And; 
ſoften your Hearts, that you may look 


is in Bitterneſs for her Firſt- Born: and 
waiteth for you, For touching the Ele&i- - 


on, you are yet Beloved for the Fathers 
ſake. One Word or two more and 1 have 1 


(22). 


— ms excellencies of it, and ſee what is 55 
5 therein worthy of God. + 
; ' Secondly, That you circhally ; and with 5 


an unprejudiced Mind, examine what |} 


their is in it, that is unworthy of him, 
and both theſe Antecedent to auy other 


Enquiries, not that I think, if it ſhould 1 
appear to be Pure, and in att parts EX. 
cellent, this alone is Sufficient to prove It | 
aà new Diſpenſetion of the Divine Will, 


but th; at it will be uſefull to you in your , ; 
_ Enquiries after the Moral Certalnty 4 


theſe, things, you'll then be able to ſee, EF: 


whether the ſame Spirit and Excellency | 


” be found among its Oppoſers, as is among 5 


its Aﬀerters, I mean its primitive Aﬀerters, _ 
and if equal Candour, Fairneſs and Inte- Þ#- 
CEE ADPEAr: in both, 1 muſt confeſs there 
will ſtill abide a Scruple; but then,“, 
Would deſire you to enquire, which fide = 


was moſt likely to be Prejudic'd by Intereſt, 


_ they who enjoy'd many Temporal Ad- ä 


vantages, by 1 8 Sertlement then in being, | 
or thoſe Who could expect nothing here, 
but Sufferings, and Death it ſelf, for their 


Labour. And 1z/!ly, as to this, whether 


ſach Men as were Poor, and Naturally 


1 Ignorant, as the Apoſtles were, could 


form fuch a Glorious 8¹ ftem of Divinity ; 1 


as this is. 
3. Have a care that you eck not Chri- 
Rtanity any vere, but from thoſe Records 
| wh hich 5 


Tay) 


- which we eſteem Sacred; for if you do,” 
the State of the Chriſtian C burch, at this e 
Day, is at ſo low an Ebb, that you are 
likely to be led into all manner of Con- 
' fuſion and Darkneſs; for. partly 7 
Wolves, and partly by Tyrants, e 
poor Church of Chriſt has been ſadly 
Defic'd: Things which he never I 
are, with a Spirit ſuited to the Delign, 


: call'd after his Name, and things he Lag. 


* Tavght, Cenſur'd and Oppoſed after the 
ſame manner, by crouds of Miſtaken (or, 
which is worſe) Deſigning Men, wo 
lee only to want Power, that they may 
marr its excellent Doctrines. i May God 
keep you from theſe, and eve ery other 
Rock, and bring you to a true underſtan- e 
ding of his Mind and Will, that we may _ 
be one Fold, under one Shepherd, tar 
the Lord may delight to dwell amongſt 
1 Tous as he did amongſt your Fathers,” 
ls the fincere Prayer of him, wha _ 
with the Bowels of a Chriſtian, earneth | 


tor your re Reſtoration. 
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TT cannot 3 11 to der the W orld 


know, that in my Younger Days I 

1 from the Church of England, 
and joyn'd my ſelf with the People card... 
Baptiſts, ſuppoſing them, not only in the _ 


Practiſe of Baptiſm, but in their Ordinary 5 


Way of Worſhip, neareſt the Primitive _ 
Pattern, but after Thoughts, and various 
Oppertunities afforded me, by the Pro- 
vidence of God, have abundantly. o 
vinced me of the preferrence of the for- 
mer, there wanting nothing but a ſincere 
Mind, to render the ordinary Service of. EE 
our Church, truly Spiritual, the Matter 
and Method of it being truly Rational; _ 
if Confeſſion, Pray ers, and Praiſes, in 2. CE 
ſuitable Addreſs, fjoyn'd with the Reads 
ing of the Sacred Oracles, - may: be Deen a OY 
ſuch. . 
Cs But, lab. ww Tut wide Hom this 7 
1 muſt ſuch a Service be, that is perform'd 
at all Adventures, by the weakeſt Teach- 


ers among you ( whe in every Party are 


always the greateſt Number) about which 
3 their whole Time ts taken up, without 


E allowing 


(26). 


N allowing Rom” A the Renting + of ons wy 
Chapter. The Diſadv: inges you Are un- 
der upon theſe Accounts, are unſpeakably 
great, and the Advantages that the Prieſts 
"" Have hereby over you is not leſs Mil- 
chievous, no Text of Scripture being 
freferv'd too, without ſuch Gloſſes as are 
S Serviceable to the Ends of the ſeveral | 
Teachers; which, God knows, are very. 
different in Opinion. By this Means 
_ everlaſting Schiſms are ſupported, each 
Party labouring to make thoſe things 
the Bounds of Communion, that are the = 
Darliog Notions of their Teachers. Oh | 
Fatal Miſchief! But how comes it to 
5 paſs, that theſe Honeſt Souls, the greats: | 
part of f which, I may vente to ſay, ne- 
ver conſiders, whether the Obligation 2] 
ariſes from the Nature of the Ordinance | 
they make the Fountain Head of Com- 
mun1on, viz. The Lord's Supper, or from 
the Itereſt of the Prieſt 2 Let me atk 


Youu Brethren, theſe few Queſtions. | 


F., Did you ever take upon you to 

i enquire, whether that Rite was ſet apart 
to diſtinguih the Purity of Churches, 
or to Repreſent. the ard and Privilcdg2 

: of Chriſtians? | 5505 
2̃. Have you ever 80 PREY beide 
2 Divine: Right may be Proſtituted to 
any Ends, for which it was not Inſtituted? 
3. Did. you” ever conlider, whether 

Chriſtian 
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a Chriſtian Communi: In chicks. conſiſts, in 


the Moral and Eternal Duties of Reli- 


gion, or in the Accidental and Ceremo- 
nious Parts, which are ony ſuited to the 
Circumſtance of Time? FE 
. Have you ever conſider” d, whether „„ 
| Fich - as you allow to have Communion 


both with God and you in the greater, 


ought to be debar'd Communion with | 
7 you in the Leſſer? | 


5. Have you ever confider'd, whether ” 


Matters that arenot Eſſential to Salvation, - 
are a ſufficient Bar among Chriſtians, wo 
that Right which isa Signor Token of it? 


6. Have you ever conſider'd, whether 


a True Church, e fuppoſes n: . 
Perfect one? : - 


7. Have e you ever Sünder d ethers a 


5 Church not Perfect maybe ee, dwitle 


8. Have you ever- conſider'd, whether 


there be any Juſt pretenc de to Perfection, 
by any Party ot f Chriſtians at this Day? „ 
= Hire vou ever conſider'd, Wh iether 

= | one Imperfett Church, among, whom the 


By Elen tials of the Chriſtian Religion Are: -- 
= pretery Zr iN may not. be Communed with, 


as well as another imperfect Church?! 
Or do you think, that no imperſect 
Church, ought to be Communcd With, 
but that to Which you belong, a! though 5 
there ſhould be nothing required, as the 
Condition of your Communing with 


them, but what every Chriſtian believes? : 
„ Have 


10, Have you e ever « center d, whether 1 
theſe. Ceremonies, that were appointed : 


as helps and aſſiſtances, in the diſcharge 


of the greater Duties of Religion, were | 
not equally deſign'd for all, who would 
; be preſſing after the ſame Perfection ? 


11 Have you ever conſider? d, whether | 


that which incapaſitates a Man, for the 
Receiving of one Right, does not the lame, , 
= for the Receiving of the other? 


12. Have you ever l lat 


5 [noted PraQtice of your Miniſters, who | 
admit Men, of every. Chriſtian Commu- 


nion, to Baptiſm, upon Profeſſion of Faith, 


: and Fo receive them into the Church, 
and Fellowſhip into Chriſt's Death in 1 
Es chat Ordinance, while they refuſe them | 
in the other, unleſs they will become 1 


5 . wholly theirs? 


Ig. Have yon ever conſider d, whether | 
0 he poor Church of Chriſt, this formed 


into Liſting Bodies, Incommunicable with 
. cd each other, looks like one Fold, under == 


ne Shepherd: 5 


14. Hare vou ever. conſid rd, how 1 


en the dividing the Body of Chritt, I 
_ expoſes. it to thoſe W olves, that are con- 


1 Sona daſhing one Part of it againſt 


2 other, to make a Prey for themſelves? © 
Tal, Have you ever confider'd, that 
Confeſſion of Faith, put forth by the Elders 
21 OP: Meſte ngers of the” Baptized 5 0 = 

„„ 6 Lations, 
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: 1 met + der for above: an 11108. 
dred Churches? I am afraid you have 
not, but have too caſily given up your 
ſelves to thoſe that keep you in the Dark. 
I will ſet it down, that you may fee my 
firſt differences with you, were, upon 
your own Principles; and deſire you ts 
Note, that N | Confellion Was | Sign'd 2 
8 Mr. Heach. 1 8ry 
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CHAP. a7. 


VAINTS 3 Profetiion. are to main- ” 
OS tain an Holy Fellowſhip and Com- 
munion in the Worſhip of God; which 
Communion, according to the Rule of-- 4 
the Goſpel, though eſpecially to be ex- 
erciſed by them in the Relations wherein 
they ſtand, whether in Families or Chur« 
ches, yet, as God offereth Opportunity, 
is to be extended to all the Houthold of 
N even all thoſe, in every Place, EH 
1 That call Sas the Lord Eee, I 


1 belceck you, Brethren, to conf der = 
theſe Things, and I am verily perlwaded, 1 
that you will {ee you have been wretch- | 

edly Impoſed on, and that it is high time 
for you to reaſume your Liberty, and ©! 
free your ſelves. from this 1 yranny, 3 
' which is the Contrivance of thoſe who | 


1 ſeck to Enflave you, and Impriſon Fruth, 1 


5 > M * Wy 2 S . 1 L | | 
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| 1 1) : 
When 1 reflect on the intolerable Mi. 

chiefs, which have continually attended 
the Chriſtian Church, by means (I can't 
„Belp ſaying) of this accurſed Principle of ©: 
|! Seperation, my thinks the Miſchiefs bear 
ſome proportion to the Crime; for as all 
Parties have, more or leſs, contributed to 
. it, they have, in their turns, been given 


* ther; and certainly were not the pecu- 
E br ovidence of God exercis'd for the 
|: fupport of his Church, that Saying muſt 
> Have long ago been fulfilled upon it, vis. 
A Kingdom divided againſt it felf cannot 


5 prevented, had a Catholick Commminion 
E deen maintain'd. Men would no more 


up, cruelly to Puniſh and Deſtroy each go 


I fand. But ſurely theſe Evils had been 1 


- FR have dragg'd to the Flames, thoſe with 7. 


"NS 1 whom they held a C briſtian Communion, . 


„the Mother of the fame Children, could 7 
E bn: Strangle that Child, which wanted ſome 
_ of the Excellencies that others of her 


. If this be erer any Conſolation in 5 

1 cb, Us any Comfort of Love, fulfil ye 
3 my Joy. That ye be Likeminded, being 

one Accord, and of one Mind. Fr 
4 The end 88 the Commandment ts Charity, 
— | 05 . on. 


for the ſake of leſſer Differences, than 


5 || Children enjoy'd. No, Chriftians would 
de then upon t their Guard, and the Wolf 
1 wouls ſhew his Teeth only to his e ” 
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[ 0 . of 4 pure e, and of 4 good Con 
118 fſcience, and of Faith unfeigned. From 
which ſome having ſwerved, baue n 5 
Ds  afrde unto vain Janglings. 1 Tim. 1. 5,6. 
+. .-.--.-.:- Once more, [.theretore, L intreat you 5 55 
. conſider theſe Things, which are of the laſt 
Importance, both to our Civil and Reli- 
WL: gious Intereſt. . 
1 O God, hi 4 Contemolate that | 
HEN. Train of Miſchiefs which attend this 
Wurcetched Evil, my Soul melteth within 
me bor the Degeracy of the preſent Age; 
and J could even wiſh my ſelf ur 
from Chriſt, or deſtitute of the Particu- 
555 Knowledge of theſe Things. ſo that 
they might Obtain among my Brethrer, 
Tor thelr c common Advantage. „ . 
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